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contradicts God's mercy, or even His existence. The third chapter
addresses the Ash'arite theological foundations, which provide a means
of responding to all atheist doubts related to evil, such as the concept of
divine wisdom and the theory of divine justice.

Finally, the conclusion includes the most important findings and
recommendations.

Keywords: Problem, Evil, Ash'arite Foundations, Atheism.
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Research Summary

The Theological Foundations of the Ash'ari Treatment of the
Problem of Evil in Light of Contemporary Atheistic Challenges
Dr: Maher Muhammad Abd al-Nabi Faramawy

Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion, Cairo, Al-Azhar University.

Email: maher.faramawy¥ Y Av@gmail.com

This research addresses one of the issues that contemporary atheists
have exploited to challenge the existence of God and the perfection of
His justice and wisdom: the issue of evil. Theologians, led by the
Ash'ari scholars, have addressed this issue and responded to the
atheists' suspicions related to it using a rational approach and strong
foundations that refute their suspicions at their root.

Thus, this research, entitled: The Theological Foundations of the
Ash'ari Treatment of the Problem of Evil in Light of Contemporary
Atheistic Challenges, aims to examine the suspicions raised by
contemporary atheists regarding the issue of evil and to demonstrate the
Ash'ari rational foundations that refute these suspicions. This research
aims to demonstrate how the Ash'arites address this problem and refute
the doubts raised by atheists about it.

This research consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The introduction discusses the importance of the research,
its methodology, and the study plan. The first chapter addresses the
concept of evil and its types (natural evil, metaphysical evil, moral evil).
The second chapter addresses the most prominent doubts raised by

atheists, such as their claim that the existence of evil in the world
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e The Lie of the Slanderer in What is Attributed to Imam al-
Ash'ari, by lbn Asakir, published by al-Qudsi, Damascus,
Syria, undated.

e Tamhid al-Awa'il fi Talkhis al-Dala'il, by al-Bagillani, edited
by Imad al-Din Ahmad Haidar, Cultural Book Foundation, ‘st
ed., Y¢.v AH/YaAY CE.

e Al-Bajuri's Commentary on al-Jawhara, edited by Prof. Ali
Jumaa, Dar al-Salam, first edition Y¢YY-Y..Y¥ CE.

e Al-Jurjani's Commentary on al-lji's "AlI-Mawaaqif', edited and
authenticated by Mahmoud Omar al-Damiati, Dar al-Kutub
al-limiyyah, Beirut, undated. Sharh al-Jalal al-Dawani on al-
Aga'id al-'Udhdiyyah, Dar Sa'adah, yy\1.

e Sharh al-Maqasid, by al-Taftazani, edited by Dr. Abd al-
Rahman Amira, Alam al-Kutub, Ynd ed., Y¢Y4 AH-Y44A CE.

e Sharh al-Mawaagqif, by al-lji, Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, ‘st
ed., Y¢)4 AH-Y44A CE.

e Al-Sha'at, by Badi' al-Zaman Sa'id Nursi, translated by Ihsan
Qasim al-Salihi, Dar Suzler, 1th ed., Y.Y\ CE.

e Al-Shifa' by Ibn Sina, reviewed and introduced by Dr. Ibrahim

Madkur, edited by Father Qanawati, Sa'id Rayed, lIslamic

Sciences Research Center, undated.
e Schopenhauer, by Dr. Abd al-Rahman Badawi, Egyptian

Renaissance Library, Ya¢Y CE.
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Aqadid al-Mufakirin, by al-'Aqgad, Dar al-Ma'arif, undated.
'lwan al-Masa'il, by al-Farabi, included in the book Principles
of Ancient Philosophy, al-Salafiyah Library, YY¥YA-Y4y. CE.
'"The Ultimate Goal in Theology" by Al-Amidi, edited by: Prof.
Dr. Hassan Mahmoud Abdel Latif, Supreme Council for
Islamic Affairs, undated.

'"The Ultimate Goal" by Al-Amidi, edited by: Prof. Dr. Hassan
Mahmoud Abdel Latif, Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs.
'"The Individual in Schopenhauer's Philosophy" by Fouad
Kamel, Egyptian Book Organization, Y44},

'Ancient Eastern Religious Thought and the Position of the
Theologians" by Prof. Dr. Ali Abdel Fattah Al-Maghribi,
Wahba Library, st ed., Y¢Y1 AH - Y441 AD.

"Voltaire: His Life, His Works, and His Philosophy" by André
Cresson, translated by Sabah Mohieddin, Awidat Publications,
ynd ed., YaA¢ AD.

'"The Story of Greek Philosophy" by Zaki Naguib Mahmoud,
Ahmed Amin, Hindawi Foundation, Yayo AD.

"Issues of Divinity between Ibn Sina and Al-Shahrastani: A
Comparative Study' by Prof. Dr. Taha Al-Desouki Habashi,
Al-Iman Library, Yst ed., Y¢v4 AH Y. YA,

The Issue of Good and Evil in the View of Islamic Thinkers,

Dr. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Jalind, Quba House, Y.\ ..
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e The Book of Monotheism, by al-Maturidi, edited by Dr. Asim
Ibrahim al-Kilani, Dar al-Kutub al-llmiyyah, yst ed., Lebanon,
Yoot

e How the Most Famous Atheist Changed His Mind, by Anthony
Flew, translated by Salah al-Fadli, Thought Network, Ynd ed.,
YEYA AH.

e God, Man, and Pain, by S. S. Lewis, translated by Hoda
Bahij, published by Dr. Sami Fawzi, ‘st ed., Y.«)¢.

e A Collection of Thoughts of the Ancients and Moderns, by al-
Fakhr al-Razi, Halabi Edition, undated.

e The Moral and Philosophical Problem, by André Cresson, Dar
al-Shaab Press, Y¥44 AH — y4av4a AD.

e The Problem of Evil and the Existence of God, by Sami Amri,
Mu'min Quraish Library, yst ed., Y¢YVY AH, Y.\,

e The High Demands, by al-Fakhr Al-Razi, edited by Ahmed
Hijazi Al-Saga, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi, first edition Y¢.v AH
(YaAv CE).

e 'The High Demands of Divine Knowledge" by Imam Al-Fakhr
Al-Razi, edited by Ahmed Hijazi Al-Saga, Dar Al-Kitab Al-

Arabi.

e 'Ma'alim Usul Al-Din" by Imam Al-Razi, edited by Taha Abdul
Raouf Saad, publisher: Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi — Lebanon,

undated.
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'Al-Mu'jam Al-Falasfi" by Jamil Saliba, Dar Al-Kitab Al-
Lubnani, YaAY CE.

'Maqgasid Al-Falasifa" by Al-Ghazali, edited by Mahmoud
Bijou, Al-Sabah Press, ‘st ed., Y¢Y. AH (Y e CE).
'Al-Magsid Al-Asna' in Explaining the Meanings of the Most
Beautiful Names of God" by Imam Al-Ghazali, Dar Ibn Hazm,
ysted., Yéve AH (\‘~ ¥ CE).

'"Modern and Contemporary Atheists' by Dr. Ramsis Awad,
Sina Publishing, first edition Y44A CE.

Al-Milal wa al-Nihal, by al-Shahrastani, al-Halabi
Foundation, undated.

Manahij al-Adilla fi Aqidat al-Milla, by Ibn Rushd,
introduction: Dr. Mahmoud Qasim, Anglo—Egyptian Library,
Ynd ed., undated.

Lalande Philosophical Encyclopedia, translated by Khalil
Ahmad Khalil, Awidat Publications, Vst ed., Y. ..

The Position of Reason, Science, and the World towards the
Lord of the Worlds, by Dr. Mustafa Sabri, Dar lhya al-Turath
al-Arabi, Ynd ed., Y¢.Y AH — Y4aAY AD.

Al-Najah by Ibn Sina, al-Murtazawiyya Library, Ynd ed.,
yYov AH — yavA AD.

Al-Najah by Ibn Sina, Theology Section, al-Halabi Edition,

Ynd ed., YYeY AH — Y4aY¥A AD.
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e Al-Nizam al-Farid bi-Tahqiq Jawharat al-Tawhid, on the
margins of Sharh Jawharat al-Tawhid by Imam al-Laqqani,
al-Sa'ada Press, Ynd ed., YYYo AH - Ydco AD. The End of
Courage in Theology, by al-Shahrastani, edited and
proofread by Alfred Guillaume, Library of Religious Culture,
first edition Y¢Y. AH, Y..4 AD.

e Guidance of the Disciple: An Explanation of the Jewel of
Monotheism, by Sheikh Ibrahim al-Laqgani, edited by Sheikh
Muhammad al-Khatib, Dar al-Kutub al-limiyyah, first edition
YEYY-Y. Y AD.

e Marginal Notes on the Nizamiyah Creed, by Professor Dr.
Muhammad Abd al-Fadil al-Qawsi, Library of Faith, Ynd ed.,
Y..1 AD.

e The God Delusion, by Richard Dawkins, Ayar Press, Y. .4
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Main Research Sources and References:

Ihya' Ulum al-Din, by Imam al-Ghazali, Dar al-Ma'rifa, Beirut,
Y¢.Y AH, YaAY CE.

Al-Irshad, by al-Juwayni, edited by Dr. Muhammad Yusuf
Musa and Ali Abd al-Mun'im Abd al-Hamid, al-Khaniji
Library, al-Sa'ada Press, Y¥14 AH, Yd4¢. CE.

Al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, by Ibn Sina, commentary by Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi, Part Four, al-Nu'man Foundation, Y¢\Y AH,
y44y CE.

Usul al-Din, by al-Ghazali al-Hanafi, edited by Dr. Omar
Wafiq al-Da'uq, Dar al-Bashair, Beirut, Lebanon, ‘st ed.,
y¢Y4 AH, YaAa CE.

Al-Igtisad fi'l-I'tigad, by al-Ghazali, Dar al-Basair, Yst ed.,
y¢v. AH, ¥Y..4 CE.

Man and God's Justice on Earth, by Dr. Muhammad Sa'id
Ramadan al-Bouti, Dar al-Fikr, Damascus, first edition, Y¢ ¢\
AH, Y.Y. CE. Al-Insaf, by al-Bagillani, edited and annotated
by Muhammad Zahid al-Kawthari, Al-Azhar Library for
Heritage, Ynd ed., Y¢Y) AH/\‘ ««.+ CE.

The Hellenistic Era, by Mustafa al-Nashar, Dar al-Masryah

al-Lubnaniyyah, Cairo, first edition, ¥.\¥ CE.
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