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through philosophical books and dictionaries. Section One: John
Locke's position on natural religion. Section Two: Voltaire's position on
natural religion. Section Three: | dedicated it to criticizing natural religion
in general. As for the conclusion: it includes the most important
recommendations and findings | reached through the research, the most
important of which are: Y- John Locke is among those who advocate
natural religion, and he argued for the existence of God and established a
rational proof for it; nevertheless, he also believes in revelation and its
importance, but he subjects it to reason, emphasizing that there cannot be
a revelation that contradicts reason, otherwise it would not be a
revelation, rejecting the authority of the religious church. Y- Voltaire was
influenced by him and is also among those who advocate natural religion;
he affirmed the existence of God but completely denied revelation,
attacking the Bible in both its Old and New Testaments, asserting that it is
impossible for it to be from God because it contradicts reason. Y- Natural
religion was one of the main results that led to a wave of atheism in
Europe, especially in France and England, the homeland of Voltaire and
John Locke.

Keywords: natural religion, John Locke, Voltaire, existence of God,

revelation and miracle.
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Research summary
Natural Religion Between John Locke and VoltaireA Critical
Analytical Study
Dr: Raaft Muhammad Sabri Abdurrahman Abulwahab.
Al-Azhar University - Faculty of Theology and Call in
Menoufia.

Email: ova¥ * * AY « « Y@ azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Natural religion emerged as a philosopher's religion, and it is one of the
terms related to the philosophy of religion. The followers of this religion
share the belief in the existence of God while rebelling against the church,
and their goal was reform in the religious, social, and political domains.

Here, a question arises: If those who advocate natural religion —
including John Locke and Voltaire — believe in the existence of God, what
are their arguments for His existence? What is their position on revelation
and miracles? And consequently, what is their stance on prophecy? Are
these individuals considered atheists? In this research, | addressed some
aspects of these questions specifically concerning John Locke and Voltaire.
| relied on the critical analytical approach, the function of induction
through tracking and gathering, as well as the historical method. | divided

it into: an introduction, a preface, three sections, and a conclusion. In the

introduction, | provided a brief overview of the topic, its importance,
reasons for its selection, previous studies, the research problem, the
methodology used, and what the research entails.

As for the introduction, | discussed the concept of natural religion
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e¢And man carried it..., philosophical articles, by Dr. Ahmed
Mahmoud Sobhi, Dar Al Nahda Al Arabiya for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution — Beirut, Yst ed., Y44V,

Third: Electronic encyclopedias.St.

o St Andrews Encyclopaedia of Theology:

https://www.saet.ac.uk/Christianity/Providence

eJournal of Christian History

https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine article/calvin—gallery—of-

calvins—supporters—and—-opponents
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e Series of prominent philosophers “John Locke”, by Professor Dr.
Farouk Abdel-Moati, Dar Al-Kotob Al-limiyyah, Beirut — Lebanon,
\st edition, Y¢YY AH - Y44Y AD.

e Explanation of the Objectives, by Saad al-Din al-Taftazani, d.
VAY, edited by Dr. Abdul Rahman Amira, Alam al-Kitab, Beirut,
Lebanon, Ynd edition, Y£€Y4 AH - Y49A AD.

e Modern Philosophy: Schools and Trends, p. Y), Dr. Riyad
Shraim, Jordanian Ministry of Culture, Ysted., Y+ Y,

e Voltaire: His Life, Works, and Philosophy, by André Cresson,
translated by Dr. Sabah Muhyiddin, Awidat Publications, Beirut,
Lebanon, Ynd ed., Y4AE,

e In Contemporary Western Thought, Dr. Hassan Hanafi,
University Foundation for Studies, Publishing and Distribution, ¢th
ed., Y&+« AH- Y44+ AD.

e Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary, translated by Youssef Nabil,
reviewed by Jalal al-Din Ezz al-Din Ali, Hindawi Foundation, Y+ YA,

e The Story of Civilization, Will Durant, d. Y4AY AD, Introduction:
Dr. Mohi EI-Din Saber, Translation: Dr. Zaki Najib Mahmoud and
others, Dar Al-Jeel, Beirut — Lebanon, Arab League Educational,
Cultural and Scientific Organization, Tunis, Y€ +A AH - YSAA AD.

e The Story of the Conflict between Religion and Philosophy, by
Dr. Tawfig Al-Tawil, Professor of Philosophy at the Faculty of Arts,
Farouk | University, Al-Adab Library in Al-Gamiz — Egypt, without.

e The Holy Bible, Book of Psalms: (Psalm Yyéo/a-) V).

e Al-Kashaf on the Mysteries of the Revelation, by Abu al-Qasim

Mahmud ibn Amr ibn Ahmad, al-Zamakhshari Jar Allah, d. ©YA AH,
Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi — Beirut, Yrd edition, Y ¢ +V AH.
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e God in Modern Philosophy, by James Collins, translated by
Fouad Kamel, Franklin Printing and Publishing Company, Cairo, New
York, Y4VY.

e Introduction to Metaphysics, by Professor Dr. Imam Abdel
Fattah Imam, Nahdet Misr, Ysted. Y+ 0.

e Landmarks of Revelation in the Interpretation of the Qur’an,
Reviver of the Sunnah, by Abu Muhammad al-Husayn ibn Mas'ud
ibn Muhammad ibn al-Farra’ al-Baghawi al-Shafi'i, d. ©)+« AH,
edited by: Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-Arabi —
Beirut, first edition, Y ¢Y+ AH.

e The Comprehensive Dictionary of Philosophical Terms, by Dr.
Abdel Moneim El-Hanafi, Madbouly Library, Yrd ed., Y¢Y+« AH -
Y+vo AD.

e The Philosophical Dictionary in Arabic, French, English and
Latin Words, by Dr. Jamil Saliba, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Lubnani and Al-
Madrasa Library, Beirut, Lebanon, Y4AY,

e The Philosophical Dictionary, by Murad Wahba, Quba Modern
House, °th ed., YV,

e Keys to the Unseen = The Great Commentary, by Abu Abdullah
Muhammad ibn Umar ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn al-Taymi al-Razi,
nicknamed Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, the preacher of Rayy, d. 1+ AH,
Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-Arabi — Beirut, Yrd edition — Y ¢Y+ AH.

e he Concise Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Jonathan Ray and J.O.

Armson, translated by Fouad Kamel and others, reviewed by Dr. Zaki

Naguib Mahmoud. Dar Al-Qalam, Beirut-Lebanon, without.

e Lalande's Philosophical Encyclopedia, translated by Khalil

Ahmad Khalil, Awidat Publications, Beirut-Paris, Ynd ed., Y« + ).
ge@ &> oF

G g dial) g Callil) aand)




Sources and References
First: The Holy Qur’an

Second: General sources and references

e The History of Modern European Thought Y1+«Y-Y4VYY AD, by
Ronald Stromberg, translated by Ahmed Al-Shaibani, Dar Al-Qari
Al-Arabi — Egypt, Yrd ed., Y¢Y© AH - Y449¢ AD.

e The Formation of the Modern Mind, John Herman Randall,
translated by Dr. George Taama, reviewed by Professor Burhan Al-
Din Al-Dajani, introduced by Dr. Muhammad Hussein Heikal,
National Center for Translation, Y+ Y.

e John Locke, the Imam of Empirical Philosophy, by Dr. Rawya
Abdel Moneim Abbas, Dar Al Nahda Al Arabiya for Printing and
Publishing, Beirut, Y447,

e John Locke, the Imam of Experimental Philosophy, by Dr.
Rawya Abdel Moneim Abbas, p. )¢+, Dar Al Nahda Al Arabiya for
Printing and Publishing, Beirut, Y 947,

e John Locke: A Very Short Introduction, by John Dunne,
translated by Faika Girgis Hanna, reviewed by Heba Abdel Mawla,
Hindawi Foundation, Ysted. Y+ )1,

e Natural Religion, Jacqueline Lagraye, translated by Mansour Al-
Qadi, University Foundation for Studies, Publishing and Distribution,
Beirut, Lebanon, Ysted., Y¢)Y AH - Y44Y AD.

e Religion and Politics in the Philosophy of Modernity, Dr. Ferial

Hassan Khalifa, Arab Egypt for Publishing and Distribution, Y+ « 2,
e Voltaire's Letters, Introduction: John Ley, Translation: Adel

Zaiter, Dar Al Tanweer, First Edition, Y+ )¢,
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