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for the methodology followed in this research, several methods
were employed due to the nature of its subject, including: the
inductive method, through which the views of the chief scholar on
divine knowledge and those of his student 'Bohmenyar bin Al-
Marzaban' were gathered; and the analytical method, through
examining the texts related to the issue of divine knowledge from
both the chief scholar and his student, and analyzing them to clarify
their meanings; and the comparative method, which involved
comparing the chief scholar and his student on this issue to
understand any influence and interrelation between them if present.
The research also reached several conclusions, among them: divine
knowledge is a universal science to both the chief scholar and his
student Bohmenyar bin Al-Marzaban. Additionally, the chief scholar
did not deny God's knowledge of particulars, nor did his student
Bohmenyar.

Among them: Al-Ghazali's position towards Ibn Sina regarding the
issue of divine knowledge applies to his student Bahmanyar; this is
due to the student's influence by the teacher. Furthermore, the
professor excels over the student in the way of presentation,
explanation, and analysis. And why not, as he is the chief shaykh and
the third teacher.

Keywords: Divine Knowledge, Universal Knowledge, Particulars,

Influence, Professor, Student.
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Research Summary
Divine Knowledge between the Chief Sheikh and his Student

Bahmanyar ibn al-Marzaban

Dr: Arzaq Fathi Al-Sayed Abu Taha

Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Cairo,

Egypt.
Email: Arzakfathie@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on one of the most debated and
contentious issues among philosophers and theologians, which many
researchers and scholars have sought to address through explanation
and analysis. This issue is that of divine knowledge. In this research,
we have highlighted this issue from a different perspective by
conducting a comparison between the Chief Sheikh and his student
'‘Bahmanyar ibn al-Marzaban' to see if there was any influence or
impact between the teacher and his student. On the other hand, the
research attempted to ascertain Imam Al-Ghazali's opinion on this
issue - divine knowledge - according to Ibn Sina, and worked to
gather the commonalities between the two, which is an unusual
endeavor; as we often find bias, either towards what Ibn Sina
proposed or to what Imam Al-Ghazali advocated, or taking a neutral

stance regarding both, and rarely, if ever, do we find someone

attempting to reconcile their views and gather the commonalities. As e
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Beirut, Lebanon, vrd ed., v¢1a AH / va34 CE.

vo. Al-Bagillani, al-Qadi Abi Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Tayyib
(d. ¢.v AH). Tamhid al-Awa’il wa-Talkhis al-Dala’il (The
Introduction for Beginners and Summary of Proofs). Edited by
Shaykh ‘Imad al-Din Ahmad Haydar. Mu’assasat al-Kutub al-
Thagafiyyah (Foundation of Cultural Books), n.d.

vi. Bahmanyar ibn  al-Marzuban. Al-Tahsil  (The |
Summation). Edited and annotated by Prof. Shahid Murtada Q
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Mutahhari. Introduction to the book. Mu’assasat Intisharat,
n.d.

\v. Al-Bayhaqi, Zahir al-Din (d. ovo AH). Tarikh Hukama’ al-
Islam (History of the Sages of Islam). Edited by Muhammad
Kurd ‘Ali. Matba‘at al-Taraqqi, Damascus, \4¢1 CE.

yA. Al-Dawani, Jalal al-Din. Sharh al-‘Aga’id al- ‘Adudiyyah
(Commentary on the ‘Adudi Creed). No publisher or date
mentioned.

va. Tarabishi, Georges. Mu jam al-Falasifah (A Dictionary
of Philosophers). Dar al-Tali‘ah, Beirut, Lebanon, n.d.

v.. Al-Juwayni, Imam al-Haramayn Abu al-Ma‘ali (d. :va
AH). Al-Irshad ila Qawati‘ al-Adillah fi Usul al-I‘tigad (A
Guide to the Conclusive Proofs in the Principles of Belief).
Edited, annotated, introduced, and indexed by Dr. Muhammad
Yusuf Musa and Prof. ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Mun‘im ‘Abd al-Hamid.
Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, Egypt, n.d.

v\. Hajji Khalifah, Mustafa ‘Abd Allah al-Qustantini al-
‘Uthmani (d. y.\v AH). Sullam al-Wusul ila Tabagat al-Fuhul
(The Ladder of Arrival to the Classes of the Eminent).
Supervised and introduced by Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu, edited by
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’ut, proofread by Salih Sa‘id,
footnotes prepared by Salah al-Din. Istanbul Edition, v.\. CE.

vy. Al-Shafi‘i, Prof. Dr. Hasan, Member of the Council of
Senior Scholars in Egypt. Al-Tayyar al-Mashsha’i fi al-
Falsafah al-Islamiyyah (The Peripatetic Current in Islamic
Philosophy). Dar al-Thagafah al-‘Arabiyyah, v¢yA AH / vaaa CE.

vr. Ghurabah, Dr. Hammudah. Ibn Sina bayna al-Din wa-
al-Falsafah (Ibn Sina between Religion and Philosophy). Dar
al-Kutub wa-al-Nashr al-Islamiyyah, n.d.

v¢. Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Uthman (d. vear AH). Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’ (The Lives of
Noble Figures). Edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut and Muhammad
Na‘im al-‘Arqusi. Mu’assasat al-Risalah, n.d.

vo. Al-Zirikli, Khayr al-Din (d. 'ran AH). Al-A‘lam (The
Notable Figures). Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin, )oth Edition, ..y CE.
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vi. Badawi, ‘Abd al-Rahman. Aristu ‘inda al-‘Arab min

Kitab Ma ba‘d al-Tabi‘ah li-Aristiitalis (Aristotle among the
Arabs, from the Book of Metaphysics by Aristotle). Chapter
"Lam," section seven. Wakalat al-Matbu‘at, Kuwait, vnd ed.,

vavA CE.

vw. Al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad (d.
o.o AH). Tahafut al-Falasifah (The Incoherence of the

Philosophers). Mustafa al-Halabi Press, Egypt, n.d.

va. Al-Ghazali. Al-Igtisad fi al-I‘tigad (The Moderation in
Belief). Edited by Mustafa al-Qabbani al-Dimashqi. Al-
Matba‘ah al-Adabiyyah, Cairo, Egypt, n.d.

va. Al-Farabi, Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Tarkhan (d. vv« AH). Fusus al-Hikam (The Bezels of Wisdom).

Edited by Muhammad Hasan Al Yasin. Matba‘at al-Ma‘arif,
Egypt, \ra¢ AH.

v.. ‘Awn, Dr. Faysal Budayr. Al-Falsafah al-Islamiyyah fi
al-Mashrig (Islamic Philosophy in the East). Dar al-Thaqafah
lil-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, Cairo, Egypt, n.d.

vv. Dirasat fi al-‘Aqidah al-Islamiyyah wa-al-Akhlaq
(Studies in Islamic Creed and Ethics). Authored by a committee
from the Department of Creed and Philosophy at Al-Azhar
University. Published at the expense of the Azhar Institutes
Sector, v¢va AH / v..A CE.

rv. ‘Abduh, Shaykh Muhammad. Al-Ta Tigat ‘ald Sharh al-
‘Aqa’id al- ‘Adudiyyah (Annotations on the Commentary of the
‘Adudi Creed). Prepared and introduced by Sayyid Hadi
Khusrawshahi. No publisher or date mentioned.

vv. Abu Daqiqgah, Shaykh Mahmud. Al-Qaw! al-Sadid fi ‘Ilm
al-Tawhid (The Sound Statement in the Science of
Monotheism). Edited and annotated by Prof. Dr. ‘Awad Allah
Hijazi. Vol. 1. No edition or date mentioned.

r¢. Qasim, Mahmud. Nazariyyat al-Ma‘rifah ‘inda Ibn
Rushd wa-Ta'wiluha lada Tiuma al-Tkwini (The Theory of
Knowledge according to Ibn Rushd and its Interpretation by
Thomas Aquinas). The Anglo Egyptian Bookshop, n.d.
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vo. Al-Khwansari, Mirza Muhammad Baqir ibn Zayn al-
‘Abidin (d. \vv1 AH). Rawdat al-Jannat fi Ahwal al-‘Ulama’
wa-al-Sadat (The Gardens of Paradise concerning the
Conditions of Scholars and Masters). Maktabat Isma‘iliyan,
Tehran, n.d.

v1. Al-Sabuni, Imam Nur al-Din Ahmad ibn Mahmud ibn
Bakr (d. oo. AH). Al-Bidayah min al-Kifayah fi al-Hidayah fi
Usul al-Din (The Beginning from al-Kifayah for Guidance in
the Principles of Religion). Edited and introduced by Dr. Fath
Allah Khalif. Dar al-Ma‘arif, Cairo, Egypt, 414 CE
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